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STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (Acres)  ••  ..  . . . 55,770 

Population  (Estimated) 5*010 

Number  of  separately  rated  hereditaments 

as  at  lst.A.pril,  1962  . . , . ..  ..  ••  ..  1*934 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1/4/62) £34*175 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

(as  at  31/3/62)  £132/9/6. 755 


The  ohief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  are 
directly  or  indirectly  associated  with  agriculture.  The  District 
is  a very  popular  holiday  centre  and  many  hotels,  boarding  houses 
and  farms  specialiso  in  seasonal  catering. 
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1961 


annual  report 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Bideford  Rural  District 


Telephones  BRADWORTHY  215*  Cleverdon  House, 

Bradworthy. 

September,  1962. 


Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  sutmit  to  you  my  Report  dealing  with  the  Public 
Health  and  general  conditions  of  the  district  during  the  year  I96I. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  Bowring  Betts, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

- - — 0O0  — _ — 

vital  statistics 


BIRTHS  1961 

Live  Births.;  ••  ••  ••  . . ••  . • 74 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000  population.,  ,.  14.7 

Still-Births.  ••  ••  4 

Still-Births  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still -births  ..’  ••  , , ,,  51*3 

Total  live  and  still-births .,  .,  ,.  . . 78 

Infant  deaths ••  ••  ••  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - total  40*5 

” " n ” " " " -legitimate  41.6 

n " " " " '•  " illegitimate  0 

Nco  Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  ••  ••  27.0 

Early  Neo  Natal  mortality  rate  - Deaths  undor  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births  ••  ••  27.0 

Prenatal  mortality  rate  ( still  births  and  others  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  livo  and  still 

births)  ..  ..  ••  ••  ••  ••  76.9 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  livo  and  still 

births ••  0 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

HOSPITALS. 


1.  TUBERCULOSIS 

Thcro  arc  no  hospitals  for  the  reception  of  tuberculous 
patients  in  this  district.  Advanced  cases  arc  usually 
treated  at  Hawley  Sanatorium,  Barnstaple  or  Hawkmoor  Chest 
Hospital,  Bovey  Tracey, 

2.  ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Any  cases  of  infectious  diseases  which  cannot  be  isolated  or 
properly  cared  for  at  hone,  are  conveyed  to  the  Kingsley 
Hospital,  which  comprises  30  beds,  4 cots  and  8 observation 
cubicles.  One  case  was  admitted  from  the  district  during  1961, 

3.  POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION. 

Many  children  in  the  district  have  received  injections  against 
Poliomyelitis.  This  has  been  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  and  the  family  doctors.  Persons  up  to  the  age  of  40 
years  are  eligible  for  vaccination. 

4.  GENERAL. 

The  Bideford  and  District  Hospital  serves  the  district  extremely 
well  for  General  Medical  and  Surgical  treatment.  The  hospital 
contains  about  51  beds.  Hospital  facilities  are  also  , available 
at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple,  and  the  Royal  Devon 
and  Exeter  Hospital,  Exeter. 

5.  MATERNITY  CASES 

Maternity  cases  may  be  admitted  to  the  North  Devon  Infirmary, 
Barnstaple  and  also,  by  arrangement  with  the  Devon  County  Council, 
to  the  Grenville  Nursing  Home,  Bideford. 

6.  DISTRICT  NURSING. 

This  service  has  been  carried  out  under  great  difficulties  owing 
to  the  shortage  of  nurses  in  the  district. 

7.  laboratory  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  examinations  arc  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Sorvico.  Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  Public 
Analysts  Messrs. Tickle  & Reynolds,  of  Queen  Street,  Exeter. 

8.  DISINFECTION  OF  INFECTED  BEDDING  „JTD  CLOTHING. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Bideford  and  District  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  Board,  any  infected  bedding  and  clothing  can  be 
disinfocted  in  the  steam  disinfecting  apparatus  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

9.  AIBULANCE  facilities. 

There  is  a St.  John  Ambulance  stationed  at  Bideford  which  servos 
the  rural  district.  There  is  also  a separate  ambulance  stationed 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
patients  suffering  from  any  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 
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10.  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Ar i ante-natal  clinic  is  hold,  at  Bidcford, 

11.  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

There  are  Child  Welfare  Clinics  held  at  Hart  lend  and 
Bidcford, 

12.  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

A clinic  for  venereal  disease  is  held  at  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary  twice  weekly. 

13.  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

A Clinic  is  held  twice  a month  at  Barnstaple  and  Bideford 
Hospital. 

14.  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC. 

A Clinic  is  held  once  a month  at  the  North  Devon  Dispensary 
Barnstaple. 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NOTIFICATIONS 


Diseases 

Total 

Number 

Cases 

Admitted 

of  cases 

to 

Total 

notified 

Hospital 

deaths 

Scarlet  Fevor..  •• 

2 

1 

0 

Diptheria  ••  , • 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  •• 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  ••  •• 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery  ..  .. 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  ..  •• 

0 

0 

0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

and  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

33 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough.  . . 

Acute  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Lcthargica*.  . . 

Cercbro  Spinal 

0 

0 

0 

Meningitis. . •• 

0 

0 

0 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  PI S EASES 


Under  1 year 
1 " 

2 years 

3 n 

4 " 

5-9  " 

10-14  " 
15-24  " 

25  & over 
Unknown 


Measles  Scarlet  Fover 

M F IF 


0 0 

0 1 

2 0 

2 4 

0 1 

9 8 

2 4 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 


Total  15  18 


1 1 


DIP THERI A IUMUNI SATI  ON 


This  is  now  combined  with  whooping  cough  vaccine  and  Tetanus 
Toxoid  for  children  under  5 years  ; of  ago.  Older  children  arc  given 
a combination  of  Diptheria  vaccine  and  Tetanus  Toxoid. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  register 
was  as  follows;  - 


31st.  Dec. 
1961. 
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1.  NEW  CASES. 

During  the  year  0 cases  wore  notified  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

( Contd.  ) 


The  following  are  the  notifications  for  the  preceding  twelve 
years?  - 
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MORTALITY  Fit  CM  TUBERCULOSIS 


total  deaths,  1961  _ 0. 


6. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  PUKING  THE  YEAR  UNDER  REVIEW 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1961 


M 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  •••  •••  ...  0 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases**,  •••  **•  0 

Syphilitic  disease**  * *••  •••  0 

Diptheria  * •••  a..  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough •••  **,  •**  0 

Meningococcal  Infections •••  0 

Acuto  Poliomyelitis ...  ...  0 

Measl  os*  * * • * * •«•  0 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases*,  ...  •*•  **,  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach  ...  ***  *•*  .*.  •••  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus*.  •*•  .**  *••  •••  1. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast  ...  •••  * ••*  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus •••  0 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasm*.  ...  ••*  •**  1 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  •••  .*.  •*•  *•*  ...  .*•  ...  0 

Dibetcs, • • •••  •••  ••*  ...  *•*  ***  **•  ••*  ***  0 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System,  •*,  •*•  2 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina.  ...  * * * 4 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disop.se  * »*.  •••  ••*  1 

Other  Heart  Disease  »•*  •••  ...  **•  •**  5 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  •*.  •••  •••  •••  ...  2 

Influenza  •••  0 

Pneumonia  1 

Bronchitis  ...  . ,.  •••  •••  ...  . * 2 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System ...  ...  0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum.  ...  ...  0 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis ...  2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion.. ...  0 

Congenital  Malformations ...  0 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  diseases..  2 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents ...  0 

All  other  accidents  ...  0 

Suicide.  • ...  ...  ...  *••  ...  0 

Homicide  and  Oper.ations  of  War  ...  ...  0 


Total  - All  Causes..  25  32 
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annual  report 


OF  THE  SURVEYOR,  ENGINEER  END  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  BIDEFQRD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Grenville  House , 
The  Qu ay, 
Bideford, 

September,  1962, 

TO  THE  CItAlRM;N  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

BIDEFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  196lt  dealing 
with  the  various  matters  which  come  within  the  purviow  of  this 
Department, 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  J.  DUNN, 

Surveyor, 

HOUSING 

No  new  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  during  the  year  under 
review. 

The  following  table  enumerates  the  number  of  houses  owned  by  tho 
Council  in  tho  various  Parishes  and  whether  pre-war,  war-time  or  post- 
war houses: - 

Pre-war  Houses, 

Abbot  sham  ••  . • ••  ,,  ,,  2 

Alwingto  n . , , , ,,  , , ,,  4 

Buckl  and  Brewer  ••  . , ,,  ,,  ,,  1 

Clovelly  ••  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  , , ,,  ,,  1 

Hartland  ••  . • ••  , • , , 4 

Littlcham  ,.  ,,  ,,  ,,  2 

Monkleigh  ••  2 

Park  ham  , , ,,  . .,  .,  ,,  4 

Woolscry  ••  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  2 

Total  22 

War-time  Houses, 

In  1944  the  Council  built  four  houses:  - 

Natcott,  Hartland, , ,,  ••  ,,  ,,  ••  ,,  ,,  2 

Crosspark,  Woolscry  ••  2 

4 
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Post-War  Houses 


Abbotsham 
Al wing ton 
Buckland  Brewer 
Bulkwor  thy 
Clovelly 
East  Putford 
Hart land 
Littlcham 
Monkleigh 
P ark  ham 
Wei  combe 


6 

6 

12 

2 

8 

2 

32 

4 

12 

6 

2 


Tot  al 


t • 


92 


Although  the  Council  own  sites  which  are  in  all  respects  suitable 
for  Council  house  development  at  Wools cry,  Horns  Cross,  Park  ham, 
Monkleigh  .and  Newton  St.  Pctrock  and  consideration  was  given  during  the 
year  to  erecting  more  Council  Houses,  the  high  rate  of  interest  on 
monies  borrowed  from  the  Public  Works  Loan  Board  precludes 
development  taking  place  since  the  rents  charged  would  be  more  than 
could  be  afforded  by  persons  for  whom  they  were  intended,  unless  each 
individual  house  was  heavily  subsidized  from  the  general  rate* 


House  building  costs  continue  to  rise,  and  whilst  it  would  bo 
highly  desirable  to  build  some  smaller  bungalows  for  older  people  and 
newly  married  couples  this  appears  unlikely  to  take  place  in  the 
immediate  future  unless  circumstances  greatly  alter  in  tho  monetary 
field. 


Seven  new  dwellinghouses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise,  one 
by  moans  of  conversion,  and  five  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  population  for  the  district  remains  very  steady  and  no 
industries  have  boon  introduced  into  tho  district,  and  consequently 
there  is  no  very  urgent  need  for  new  houses  except  to  replace  some  of 
those  in  tho  district  which  are  very  old  mid  nearing  tho  end  of  their 
useful  life. 

The  Council's  main  concern  in  tho  field  of  housing  has  boon  to 
improve  the  older  houses  -and  give  them  a.  now  lease  of  life,  details  of 
which  are  given  below. 

HOUSING  GRANTS. 


During  the  year  Standard  Grants  were  approved  in  respect  of  50 
properties  and  £3>76l  was  paid  out  on  completed  works  in  respect  of 
such  grants. 

The  number  of  Discretionary  Grants  approved  during  the  year  fell 
to  three  but  at  the  same  time  more  money  was  paid  out  during  the  year, 
namely;  £3,157  on  works  completed  on  previously  approved  grants. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  those  grants  arc  giving  that  little 
incentive  required  to  property  owners  to  improve  their  properties 
without  which  undoubtedly  more  houses  would  fall  into  disrepair,  and 
the  grants  have  been  approved  on  houses  in  the  Villages  and  in  tho  more 
remote  parts  of  the  district  where  the  needs  of  the  agricultural 
community  require  the  individual  farmworkers  cottages  to  maintain  the 
efficiency  of  the  industry. 
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HOUSING  ACT.  1957. 


During  the  year  one  house  was  closed  a3  being  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  apart  from  this  no  Statutory  Notices  were  served  in 
respect  of  any  property  requiring  extensive  repairs. 

There  .arc  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district, 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Main  piped  water  supply  is  now  available  in  13  of  the  14  Parishes 
in  the  district  and  the  statutory  water  undertakers  are  the  North 
Devon  Water  Board, 

The  district  is  well  covered,  with  the  exception  of  the  Parish 
of  Uelcorabo,  by  water  mains  and  during  the  year  under  review  there 
have  been  various  extensions  of  branch  mp,ins  in  the  following 
locations:  - 

Rosedown  and  Natcott,  Hartland. 

Ball  Hill,  Hartland. 

Goldworthy,  P.arkhara, 

Stockbridge  Hill,  M.ambury  Cross  and  Venn,  East  Putford. 

Stroxworthy  and  Ashmansworthy,  Wool  scry. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  domestic  water  supplies  in  various 
Parishes  is  detailed  hereunder:- 


P ari  sh 

No,  of  domestic 

Total  number  of 

properties  supplied. 

dwellinghousos. 

ABBOT SHAM 

85 

100 

aldington 

55 

93 

BUCKLAND  BREWER 

85 

I64 

BULK.  WORTHY 

15 

22 

CLOVELLY 

159 

181 

EAST  PUTFORD 

11 

37 

hartland 

254 

(includes  25  houses 
on  standpipe  supplies) 

463 

LANDCROSS 

21 

22 

LIT TL EH  AM 

48 

87 

MONKLKEGH 

92 

113 

NEwTON  ST.  PETROCK 

26 

52 

PARKHAM 

85 

205 

WOOLSERY 

102 

17  6 

Based  on  an  average  of  throe  persons  per  dwollinghousc,  which  is 
the  approximate  average  figure  for  the  whole  district,  3,144  persons 
now  have  mains  water  supply,  and  this  is  an  increase  of  14%  on  the 
previous  year. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  report  the  Y/ater  Board  are  in  the 
process  of  building  a service  reservoir  at  Y/olcombo  Cross,  primarily 
to  servo  the  Rural  District  of  Stratton  in  the  Cornwall  County,  but  it 
is  hoped,  -and  thought,  that  within  the  next  few  years  a supply  of 
water  will  be  available  in  the  '/el combe  Parish  which  is  urgently 
required. 

No  complaints  whatsoever  have  been  received  with  regard  to  the 
quality  of  the  mains  water  supply,  which  comes  from  various  sourcos 
at  Dartmoor,  Exmoor  and  liclbury. 

The  mains  supply  is  adequate  for  domestic  purposes  although  the 
demand  is  increasing  every  year,  and  the  demand  is  also  increasing  for 
agricultural  and  horticultur al  purposes  and  this  has  had  to  be 
restricted  in  times  of  drought.  The  .rator  Board  are,  however, 
actively  engaged  in  acquiring  other  sources  of  supply  to  fulfil  future 
needs. 


Approximately  two-fifths  of  the  population  in  the  district  arc 
without  the  benefits  of  main  water  supply  and  have  to  rely  on  private 
water  supplies,  but  during  the  past  15  years  a considerable  number  of 
grants  have  been  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri culture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  towards  the  cost  of  providing  supplies  to  farms  which  has  met  a 
big  need,  but  it  seems  likely  that  .a  considerable  number  of  individual 
farms  and  properties  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  district  will  have 
to  rely  on  their  individual  supplies  in  future. 

During  the  year  under  review  10  water  Sramplcs  were  taken  from 
various  private  supplies  and  of  those,  two  wore  very  good,  three 
showed  a,  moderate  degree  of  contamination  but  the  supply  fell  within 
the  normal  range  for  satisfactory  wells,  and  the  remainder  were 
grossly  polluted. 

’There  supplies  are  found  to  be  polluted,  advice  is  always  given 
as  to  how  the  degree  of  pollution  may  be  reduced  or  eliminated  entirely 
but  with  the  normal  shallow  wells  in  use  in  the  district  it  is 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  in  the  majority  of  cases  to  entirely 
prevent  pollution  gaining  access  to  the  well. 

SE.7ERRGE 


The  majority  of  tho  villages  and  hamlets  in  tho  district  have 
been  or  are  planned  shortly  to  possess  a.  modern  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  scheme,  a programme,  planned  in  1948  when  it  became  apparent 
that  this  service  was  urgently  required  in  the  villages  and  hamlots 
and  would  become  increasingly  essential  with  the  advent  of  main  water, 
which  as  detailed  earlier  in  the  report,  now  being  available  in  all 
tho  Parishes  of  the  Rural  District  with  the  exception  of  one. 


During  the  year  under  review  tho  Hartland  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  was  completed  which  is  by  far  the  largest  and  most 
complicated  scheme  the  Council  have,  or  will  have,  to  undertake,  at 
a cost  of  approximately  £45,000,  and  a list  of  the  modern  schemes 
now  in  operation  is  detailed  hcroundor:— 


Buckland  Brewer 
Higher  Clovelly 
Lower  Clovelly 
Hartland 
Horns  Cross 
Monkloigh 
Parkhnrn 
Sal  trons 
Stoke 


completed  in  1952. 
completed  in  1959* 

Now  tidal  tank  provided  in  1950. 

completed  in  1961. 

completed  in  1948* 

completed  in  1957* 

completod  in  1954* 

completed  in  1955* 

completed  in  I960. 
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Tho  next  scheme  to  be  undertaken  is  that  for  the  Village  of 
Littloham  at  a cost  of  .approximately  £20,000  and  subsequently  Ford, 

Fairy  Cross  and  ’Voodtown  in  the  Parish  of  Alwington.  Thereafter  Bucks 
Mills  and  Bucks  Cross  in  the  Parish  of  ,'oolsory  figure  in  tho  planned 
programme  of  now  schemes  where  no  sewerage  schemes  exists  at  present. 

The  Villages  of  Abbot  sham  and  TVoolscry  possess  very  olrl  systems  of 
sowers  which  evolved  as  such  over  a period  of  years,  having  boon  laid 
down  as  highway  drains  and  which  arc  always  causing  trouble  and  those 
systems  must  be  replaced  by  modem  sowers  with  modern  works  in  due 
course.  This  is  especially  important  in  tho  Village  of  Abbot  sham  whore, 
due  to  its  proximity  to  Bidoford,  development  will  undoubtedly  take 
pi  a co  within  the  foreseeable  future  to  a considerable  extent  but  this 
cannot  be  allowed  until  adequate  sewers  are  available  to  serve  the 
development,  otherwise  a more  serious  public  health  nuisance  would 
occur  than,  that  which  now  exists. 

Provision  of  this  service  throughout  tho  district  has  been 
extremely  expensive  but  due  to  tho  substantial  grants  which  are  received 
towards  the  cost  of  these  works,  the  local  rate  levied  for  the  year 
1962/63  is  only  just  over  half  the  .arithmetical  average  rato  for  rural 
districts  in  the  County  and  is  the  second  lowest. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  contract  system  of  refuse  collection  throughout  the  whole 
district  continues  in  tho  same  form  as  in  the  previous  year  but  it  is 
a greatly  improved  service  from  that  of  throe  years  ago, 

Tho  service  covers  all  tho  Parishes  in  the  district  and  all  the 
properties,  with  tho  exception  of  the  outlying  dwellings,  and  the 
frequency  of  the  collection  is  fortnightly  in  the  summer  and  four- 
weekly  in  tho  winter  over  tho  majority  of  tho  district,  but  in  Hartland 
Town  a weekly  collection  is  maintained  and  in  Lower  Glovolly  Village 
twice  weekly  collections. 

Occasionally,  requests  are  rocoivod  for  an  increase  in  the  frequency 
of  collection  and  those  usually  come  from  people  recently  moved  in  tho 
district  from  Urbm  Districts,  used  to  weekly  or  twice-weekly  collections 
of  refuse. 

In  a truly  rural  district  such  as  this,  obviously  such  frequent 
collections  are  not  necessary  except  in  the  built-up  areas  but  it  is 
hoped  that  the  frequency  of  the  collection  over  the  m.ajority  of  the 
district  will  bo  increased  in  the  near  future  and  those  few  outlying 
properties  not  yet  receiving  the  service,  being  included  for  the  first 
time. 


The  success  following  the  provision  of  littor  bins  along  tho  main 
roads  in  the  district  has  been  such  that  it  has  been  extended  and 
arrangements  for  the  emptying  of  these  bins  has  worked  well  and  there 
is  now  a groat  improvement  with  regard  to  tho  litter  problem  than 
was  the  caso  some  years  ago  but  it  is  regrettable  that  not  everyone 
is  littor  conscious. 


PUBLIC  SUMMING  FACILITIES, 

Open  sea  bathing  is  .available  at  many  points  along  the  picturesque 
coastline  cf  the  district  which  is  being  increasingly  frequented  by 
holidaymakers  and  the  oil  pollution  of  the  beaches  docs  seem  to  bo  on 
tho  decrease  in-so-far  as  tho  district  is  concerned,  which  is  a very 
happy  state  of  affairs. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  district. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS, 


The  Annual  Deport  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  on  the  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year  was 
again  "nil”. 


FOOD  PH  a IISES. 


Two  additional  ice-cream  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  for 
the  sale  of  prc-pe„cked  ice-cream  only  and  no  contraventions  of  the 
regulations  relating  to  food  premises  were  found. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  responsibility  for  licencing  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  pn.ssed  to  the  Devon  County  Council. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


The  two  private  slaughterhouses  which  existed  in  the  district  for 
the  past  few  years  have  not  been  used  at  all  during  the  year*  under 
review  and  April  1st.  was  set  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  as  the  date  when  the  new  regulations  relating  to  slaughterhouses 
should  apply  to  the  district  but  the  operators  decided  not  to  modernize 
their  premises  to  comply  with  the  regulations  and  they  have,  therefore, 
ceased  to  function. 

All  meat  for  the  district  is  now  obtained  from  centralized 
slaughterhouses  at  Bideford  and  elsewhere  as  has  been  the  case  for  the 
majority  of  butchers  in  the  district  since  1940  and  the  Council,  at  a 
meeting  with  other  interested  bodies,  expressed  satisfaction  with  those 
centralized  arrangements  which  have  worked  without  any  known  adverse 
comment  and  I am  convinced  that  this  is  a very  desirable  arrangement 
working  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  district. 


PLAN  S 


Hereunder  are  details  of  Plans  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
consideration  under  the  Building  Byelaws  and  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act,  1947. 

BUILDING  BY  ELANS. 


Number  approved  54 

TOVN  _ND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT.  1947. 

Number  approved  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  90 

Number  refused  ••  ••  27 


The  figures  detailed  above  indicate  an  increase  of  approximately 
30$  in  the  number  of  plans  submitted  for  approval  for  v.arious  works 
during  the  year. 


CARAVAN  AND  CAI-IPING  SITES. 


The  new  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  came  into 
operation  during  the  yean  and  steps  wore  taken  to  ensure  that  the 
recognised  licenced  car  a. van  and  camping  sites  in  the  district  are  now 
provided  with  essential  amenities  of  a satisfactory  water  supply,  water 
closets,  means  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  and  in  the  sites  of  a more 
permanent  nature,  facilities  for  personal  washing. 
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The  accommod ration  for  numbers  offered  on  these  licensed  sites  is 
more  than  adequate  to  meet  the  present  needs  of  the  district,  although 
holidays  of  this  type  are  increasing  every  year.  In  consultaion  with 
the  County  Planning  Department,  sites  are  being  grouped  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  rather  than  permit  indiscriminate  development 
of  this  nature  along  the  coastline  which  has  been  scheduled  as  one  of 
outstanding  natural  beauty, 

Yvhilst  the  new  Act  did  much  to  improve  conditions,  a loophole  still 
exists  in  legislation  in  the  use  of  land  for  camping  and  caravnning 
for  considerable  periods  during  the  summer  at  the  height  of  the  season, 
without  the  Local  Authority  able  to  exercise  any  control  over  it  and 
this  is,  in  the  opinion  of  those  concerned  with  this  development,  a 
weak  link  in  the  chain  of  improved  circumstances.  Especially  is  this 
the  case,  where,  as  in  this  district,  adequate  accommodation  is  available 
for  all  holidaymakers  of  this  type  where  the  licensed  holders  provide 
accommodation  for  their  needs. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  19  37  end  1948. 

Proscribed  particulars  on  the  administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1947 

1*  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 
on  Reg- 
ister 
(3) 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

(4) 

Writ- 

ten 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3» 

4 mid  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

1 

3 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  ( i)  in 
which  section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

8 

17 

- 

- 

(iii)Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers' premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOT.i 

9 

20 

- 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  MUCH  DEFECTS  'WERE  POUND  - NIL 
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OUTTOUK 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Nature 

out-workers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Noti ces 

Prose- 

of 

in  August 

def  ault 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

served 

cut  ions 

Work 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhol e— 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some 

"by  Section 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

(1) 

110(l)(c) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  ) Making 

9 

apparel  ) etc., 

) Clean- 

) Ing 

) and 

) Washing 
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